
Page 1 of 2 
 

Application of Criteria for Pima County Bond Project Proposals 

 

Directions:  The Pima County Bond Advisory Committee adopted criteria for project inclusion.  
For each resubmitted and new bond project proposal, please answer how the project meets the 
criteria below.  If certain criteria do not apply to the project, please answer not applicable.  The 
total response for each project should be no longer than two pages in Arial size 11 font.  Please 
do not submit exhibits or attachments.  The completed form should be e-mailed to 
Deseret.Romero@pima.gov on or before July 1, 2013.   

 

Project Name: COLD WAR HANGAR and THEATER at PIMA AIR & SPACE MUSEUM 

 

1. Broad Demonstrated Support by Public: With nearly three hundred aircraft on display, the 
Pima Air & Space Museum is the largest non-government funded aviation museum in North 
America.  The size and diversity of the museum’s collection is second only to the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space Museum.  The museum draws more than 
165,000 visitors on an annual basis, twenty percent of whom come from outside the United 
States.  It receives public support from a broad constituency because of its collection and 
because it offers activities and programs that appeal to a broad cross section of the 
population and for all ages.  In a recent survey conducted by a local research specialist, 
98% of Pima County residents listed the Pima Air & Space Museum as one of the top 
local attractions.  Additionally, approximately 40% of the museum’s visitors are either 
repeat visitors or were referred by friends or family who have previously visited the 
museum. 
 

2. Has Regional Public Benefit:    

This project will bring significant benefits to the region.  The Cold War and its aftermath 
present a compelling story. For more than forty years, people around the world held their 
collective breath as the United States and the former Soviet Union engaged in a silent 
conflict that came to be known as the Cold War.  An entire generation was shaped by this 
conflict and by the knowledge that all of us, regardless of where we lived, were on the 
frontline of the longest war ever fought by the United States.   

Nowhere was this more true than this region of Arizona, home to 18 Titan II Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missile Sites, Davis-Monthan, Luke and Williams Air Force Bases, Ft. Huachuca, 
and a robust military defense industry.  This project will draw new and repeat visitors to the 
Pima Air & Space Museum both from the regional community and from around the world 
because it will present tangible artifacts of the Cold War.  Visitors will see and touch some of 
the iconic aircraft that protected the world during that tense time in an environment that is 
comfortable all year round.  In addition to nearly doubling the size of the museum’s indoor 
exhibit area, this project will enhance the museum's stature as an educational institution 
and preserve historic artifacts for future residents and visitors to Southern Arizona.   

Moreover, the addition of a two-hundred seat theater to the museum will not only 
improve the visitor experience at the museum, but it will also improve the educational 
experience for teachers and students alike, as the museum plans to show live 
broadcasts and images from current and future NASA missions.  The addition of a 
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theater will also compliment the museum’s catered event programs.  The museum is 
already one of southern Arizona’s largest banquet venues.  The addition of a theater 
that can be used for meetings and presentations will enhance the museum’s banquet 
offerings which can attract business to the region from around the United States. 

 
3. Partnerships: N/A 

 
 

4. Other Funding Sources or Matches:  Arizona Aerospace Foundation-Pima Air & Space 
Museum:  $4 Million 
 

5. Education and Workforce Training:  This project will provide significant benefits to local 
educators presenting their Cold War curriculum. The history of the Cold War period is a 
significant part of the State of Arizona Social Studies curriculum. This project will put 
substance to a topic that is becoming all too abstract by presenting a living history to school 
groups in an immersive experience at no cost to the schools or students (school groups are 
admitted free to the museum). 
 

6. Advances Board Adopted Principles of Sustainability and Conservation: It is expected that 
lighting for the Cold War Hangar will be provided either by skylights or by solar electric 
generation.  Restroom facilities will incorporate low flow toilets, waterless urinals and 
lavatories with battery operated motion sensor faucets and soap dispensers.  Desert 
landscaping will be utilized around the building. 
 

7. Previously Authorized Large-scale Bond Projects or Programs  that are Now Short of 
Funding:  N/A 

 
 
 

8. Phasing of Large Projects: N/A 

 

9. Impact on Operating and Maintenance Costs for Governments and Commitment to Fund 
These Ongoing Costs:   
 
Operating and maintenance costs will be covered by the Arizona Aerospace Foundation-
Pima Air & Space Museum. 

 

10. Project or Program is a Capital Improvement, Not a Repair or Maintenance Project: 

This project is a new capital improvement. 
 


