
CLAY/POTTERY
Clay Fun-damentals
This is a pre-requisite for most clay classes at Northwest Art Center
Instructor: Jada Ahern BFA
All students new to Northwest Art Center clay classes must take this class prior to registering for weekly clay classes. 
Get familiar with basic clay fundamentals: hand building, sculpture, throwing on the potter’s wheel, glazing, and firing. 
You will also learn about the inner workings of a clay studio. Check clay out in this class for adults who are interested in 
experimenting with clay for the first time (experienced welcome too). This is a great opportunity to have fun and expe-
rience the transformational qualities of clay. Participants will create clay projects which can be picked up after they have 
been fired. Invite a friend or relative to join you. Materials fee of $15 is payable to instructor at first class meeting.
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
4-409JA  NWAC-302 Sat 8/29 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
   and 1:00-4:00 p.m.  $45
5-408JA NWAC-302 Sat 10/24 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
   and 1:00-4:00 p.m. $45
6-408JA NWAC-302 Sat 12/19 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
   and 1:00-4:00 p.m. $45

Pottery/Clay
Instructors: Jada Ahern BFA (daytime classes), Brenda Arwood (Tuesday evening classes)
Pre-requisite: Clay Fun-damentals. Students will work with cone 10 clay and glazes. Techniques include hand building, 
throwing, sculpture, glazing, and firing. Specific assignments given by the instructor will build your clay skills. Self-
motivated students can work independently. Student supplies basic tool kit and must purchase clay ($15/25lbs) at the 
facility. Materials fee of $5 is payable to instructor at first class meeting. (No Class 11/26)
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee

Sensational Serving Pieces
5-400JA NWAC-302 Tue 9/8-10/20 9:00 a.m.-Noon $105
5-402JA NWAC-302 Tue 9/8-10/20 6:00-9:00 p.m. $105
5-403JA NWAC-302 Wed 9/9-10/21 9:00 a.m.-Noon $105

Sculpture
5-404JA NWAC-302 Thu 9/10-10/22 9:00 a.m.-Noon $105
6-404JA NWAC-302 Thu 11/5-12/17 9:00 a.m.-Noon $90

Exploring Multiples-Sets and Series
6-400JA NWAC-302 Tue 11/3-12/15 9:00 a.m.-Noon $105
6-402JA NWAC-302 Tue 11/3-12/15 6:00-9:00 p.m. $105
6-403JA NWAC-302 Wed 11/4-12/16 9:00 a.m.-Noon $105

Throwing Tuesdays
Instructor: Jada Ahern BFA
Pre-requisite: Clay Fun-damentals or Instructor Permission.
Enjoy focused throwing on the potter’s wheel with an emphasis on the basics. All skill levels are welcome. Each week 
you will benefit from exercises that will improve your throwing skills. Throw bowls, cups, vases, plates, lidded jars and 
large multi-sectional pieces. Student supplies basic tool kit and must purchase clay ($15/25lbs) at the facility. Materials 
fee of $5 is payable to instructor at first class meeting. 
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-401JA NWAC-302 Tue 9/8-10/20 Noon-3:00 p.m. $105
6-401JA NWAC-302 Tue 11/3-12/15 Noon-3:00 p.m. $105



Independent Study
Instructors: Jada Ahern and Kathy Hacker
Independent study time for clay students currently enrolled in weekly classes at NWAC. Discuss and plan your projects 
with the instructor during the first class. Work on your special projects and improve the quality of your work in this class 
designed for any level to work independently. Student supplies basic tool kit and must purchase clay ($15/25lbs.) at the 
facility. Drop-in on a space available basis for currently enrolled students, $10. Saturday classes alternate instructors.
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-487JA NWAC-302 Wed 9/9-10/21 Noon-3:00 p.m. $56
5-488JA NWAC-302 Sat 9/12-10/31 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. $10/class 
6-487JA NWAC-302 Sat 11/7-12/12 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. $10/class
6-488JA NWAC-302 Wed 11/4-12/16 Noon-3:00 p.m. $56
Instructor: Kathy Hacker
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-515KH NWAC-302 Sat 9/12-10/31 10:00a.m.–1:00p.m. $10/class
6-515KH NWAC-302 Sat 11/7-12/12 10:00a.m.–1:00p.m. $10/class

Lively Locals THROW Their Favorite Things
Northwest Art Center and the Southern
Arizona Clay Artists (SACA) welcome a lively round table of local potters demonstrating their favorite things to throw on 
the potter’s wheel. Guest artists Joni Pevarnik, Joe Zeller and Catherine Orrantia. 
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-700JA NWAC-302 Sunday 10/25 Noon-3:00 p.m. $25

Clay Studio Discovery 
Instructor: Jada Ahern BFA
All levels and interests welcome. We will discover and discuss various studio topics in informative and creative ways. 
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee

Throwing on the Potter’s Wheel – Drinking Vessels Demo
5-650JA NWAC-302 Thu 9/24 5:00-7:00 p.m. $20

Glazes, Kilns, Firing Lecture and Discussion
5-651JA NWAC-302 Thu 10/08 5:00-7:00 p.m. $20

Plaster and Clay Molds – Demo, Discussion and Instructions for Home
6-650JA NWAC-302 Thu 11/12 5:00-7:00 p.m. $20

Advanced Clay/Pottery
Instructor: Kathy Hacker
Pre-requisite: Clay Fun-damentals. Advanced beginners and experienced welcome with instructor permission. Students 
will work with cone 10 clay and glazes. Techniques include hand building, sculpture, throwing on the potter’s wheel, sur-
face decoration, glazing, and firing. Specific assignments given by the instructor will build your clay skills. Self-motivated 
students can work independently. Student supplies basic tool kit and must purchase clay ($15/25lbs) at the facility.. 
Materials fee of $5 is payable to instructor at first class meeting.
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-604KH NWAC-302  Wed 9/9-10/28 6:00-9:00 p.m. $120
6-604KH NWAC-302  Wed 11/4-12/16 6:00-9:00 p.m. $105

Garden Clay Art 
Instructor: Kathy Hacker
Prerequisite: Clay Fun-damentals. This class will explore garden and outdoor décor. Projects may include bird houses, 



planters, tile murals, luminaries, wall décor and more.  Hand building techniques and glazing will be covered. Advanced 
beginners and above are welcome with instructor permission. Student supplies basic tool kit and must purchase clay 
($15/25lbs.) at the facility. Materials fee of $5 is payable to instructor at first class meeting.
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-606KH NWAC-302 Mon 9/14-10/26 Noon-3:00 p.m. $105
6-606KH NWAC-302 Mon 11/2-12/14 Noon-3:00 p.m. $105

Terrific Totems 

Instructor: Kathy Hacker
All skill levels welcome. Using personal imagery and interests, this class will help you to learn skills and techniques that 
will help you to design and make your own hanging totem up to 24”, or “beads” towards a full size totem. Hand building 
techniques and glazing will be covered. Student supplies basic tool kit and must purchase clay ($15/25lbs.) at the facility. 
Materials fee of $5 is payable to instructor at first class meeting. 
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-607KH NWAC-302 Mon 9/14-10/26 3:00-6:00 p.m. $105
6-607KH NWAC-302 Mon 11/2-12/14 3:00-6:00 p.m. $105

Intermediate Class for Throwers and Handbuilders
Instructor: Kathy Hacker
Prerequisite: You must have instructor permission to sign-up for this class. This class is open to experienced hand build-
ers and throwers. The instructor will help you plan, execute and glaze your project/s to be fired and ready for gifting or 
use by the end of the year. Student will provide basic tool kit and must purchase clay ($15/25lbs.) at the facility. Materials 
fee of $5 is payable to instructor at first class meeting. (No class 11/19 and 11/26). 
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-610KH NWAC-302 Thu 10/22-12/17 1:00-4:00 p.m. $105

Creating with Clay
Instructor: Marilyn Cleavinger
This class will take you through the process of making your own pottery. Class demonstrations will reflect student’s areas 
of interest and will include hand built and wheel thrown projects chosen to increase your knowledge and success with 
clay. All skill levels are welcome. Glaze firings are at cone 5 temperature using an electric kiln. Clay is available for pur-
chase at the studio for $15/25 lbs. There is also a required materials fee of $5 which will be collected by the instructor at 
first class. Please note that there is: (No class 11/11 and 11/27)
Class Code Location Dates Time Fee
5-950MC FW-111 Wed 8/26-10/7 9:00 a.m.-Noon $84
5-951MC FW-111 Fri 8/21-10/2 Noon-3:00 p.m. $84
6-950MC FW-111 Wed 10/21-12/9 9:00 a.m.-Noon $84
6-951MC FW-111 Fri 10/16-12/11 Noon-3:00 p.m. $96


